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The  data  contained  in  this  report  were  obtained  from  the  Annual 
Survey  of  Head  Start  Handicapped  Efforts  (See  Appendix)  mailed 
to  all  Full  Year  Head  Start  Grantees  and  delegate  agencies  in 
January  1976.   Head  Start  programs  responded  on  the  status  of 
handicapped  children  as  of  March  15,  1976.   Full  Year  Head  Start 
programs  in  this  report  refer  to  all  Head  Start  grantees  and  de- 
legate agencies  who  responded  to  this  mail  survey. 

A  total  of  l,6Ul  questionnaires  were  mailed  out  to  Head  Start 
Full  Year  programs.  A  final  response  rate  of  87  percent  was 
achieved  (1,379  completed  questionnaires  representing  1,^28 
programs).   The  total  number  of  responding  grantees  that  sub- 
mitted at  least  one  completed  questionnaire  was  932  or  86 
percent  of  1,079  Head  Start  grantees. 

The  mail-out  survey  contained  172  questionnaire  items  organized 
into  five  major  sections:  General  information  (enrollment  rates, 
number  of  centers  axid  classes);  Staffing;  Staff  training;  Physical 
facilities,  equipment  and  materials;  Enrollment  of  handicapped 
children  professionally  diagnosed  at  the  time  of  the  survey  and 
the  services  provided.   The  data  tables  in  this  report  are 
organized  into  nine  major  sections:  Responses  to  the  survey; 
Numbers,  types  of  handicapping  conditions  and  severity  of 
handicaps;  Outreach  and  recruitment;  Referrals  and  diagnosis; 
Special  services  for  the  handicapped;  Special  physical  facilities 
for  the  handicapped;  Special  equipment  and  materials  for  the 
handicapped;  Staffing  and  staff  training;  and  Data  tables  by 
state  and  geographic  entity. 

These  data  are  highlighted  in  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  on  the 


Status  of  Handicapped  Children  in  Head  Start  Programs,  February 
1977.   The  summary  of  the  Annual  Report  is  presented  here  for 
the  convenience  of  the  user  of  this  document. 
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SUMMARY 

The  Headstart,  Economic  Opportunity,  and  Community  Partnership  Act  of  1974  re- 
quires that  for  Fiscal  Year  1976  not  less  than  ten  percent  of  the  total  number  of  enrollment 
opportunities  in  Head  Start  programs  in  each  State  be  available  for  handicapped  children. 
Handicapped  children  are  defined  in  the  legislation  as  "mentally  retarded,  hard  of  hearing, 
deaf,  speech  impaired,  visually  handicapped,  seriously  emotionally  disturbed,  orthopedically 
impaired  or  other  health  impaired  children  or  children  with  specific  learning  disabilities  who 
by  reason  thereof  require  special  education  and  related  services."  Outside  the  scope  of  this 
definition  are  chUdren  with  correctable  conditions  who  do  not  need  special  services  or  who 
will  not  require  altered  or  additional  educational  or  support  services. 

The  program  thrust  in  response  to  this  mandate  was  to  enroll  children  with  substantial  and 
severe  handicaps  into  Head  Start  programs.   Children  professionally  diagnosed  as  handicapped  account 
for  at  least  12.2  percent  (32,671 )  of  the  children  enrolled  in  reporting  full  year  programs. 

The  distribution  of  handicapped  children  in  Head  Start  by  category  of  handicap  is  as  fol- 
lows:  47.96  percent  speech  impaired,  16.20  percent  health  or  developmentally  impaired, 
8.21  percent  physically  handicapped  (orthopedically  handicapped),  6.04  percent  seriously 
emotionally  disturbed,  5.98  percent  hearing  impaired,  5.80  percent  mentally  retarded,  4.48 
percent  learning  disabled,  4.40  percent  visually  impaired,  0.55  percent  deaf  and  0.33  percent 
blind. 

Comparison  with  1975  indicates  that  the  proportion  of  professionally  diagnosed  handi- 
eippcd  children  increased  fi-om  10.2  percent  to  12.2  percent.  In  part,  this  increaSS  AflectS  fl 
change  in  the  time  the  data  wei;e  collected  in  the  Annual  Survey.   The  Third  Annual  Report 
(June  1975)  was  based  on  information  collected  in  December  1974.  The  current  report  is  based 
on  data  collected  in  March  1976.  As  a  result  of  conducting  the  Annual  Survey  later  in  the  pro- 
sram  vear.  these  data  reflect  more  accurate  information  on  the  number  of  children  professionally 
diagnosed,  their  handicapping  condition,  and  services  provided  to  them. 

A  higher  number  of  severely  handicapped  children  were  enrolled  in  Head  Start  programs. 
This  is  reflected  in  the  increased  proportion  of  children  with  multiple  handicaps  and  the  numbers 
of  children  reported  as  requiring  more  special  assistance. 

Nearly  one  of  every  three  handicapped  children  (9,155)  has  multiple  handicaps  as  compared  to  one  out  of 
every  four  handicapped  children  the  previous  year    Head  Start  staff  were  asked  to  assess  the  amount  of 
special  assistance  required  to  serve  handicapped  children.  Sixty-one  percent  of  the  handicapped 
children  are  reported  to  require  a  "fair  amount"  or  "practically  constant"  special  assistance  com- 
pared with  57  percent  last  year. 

Ninety-five  percent  of  Head  Start  programs  serve  at  least  one  handicapped  child.    The  previous  year 
only  87.7  percent  of  the  programs  included  children  with  special  needs.  Not  only  are  most  Head 
Start  programs  now  serving  the  handicapped,  but  two-thirds  of  the  programs  serve  10  percent  or 
more  handicapped  children. 

Nine  out  of  ten  programs  launched  special  efforts  to  locate  and  enroll  handicapped  children. 
Seven  of  ten  programs  used  other  agencies  to  assist  in  outreach  and  recruitment. 
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All  handicapped  children  who  were  enrolled  in  Head  Start  programs  received  the  full 
range  of  child  development  services  required  in  the  Head  Start  Program  Performance  Standards 
for  all  Head  Start  children  which  comprise  education,  parent  involvement,  social  services  and 
health  services  (including  medical,  dental,  nutrition  and  mental  health).   In  addition.  Head 
Start  programs  provided  or  arranged  for  special  services.  These  special  services  include,  de- 
pending on  the  child's  specific  needs:   diagnosis,  medical  treatment,  therapy  (e.g.,  physical 
education  exercises,  speech  training,  play  therapy),  parent  counseling  and  training,  transporta- 
tion, special  equipment  and  materials,  and  modification  of  physical  facilities. 

One  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  development  of  the  preschool  handicapped 
child  is  the  opportunity  to  be  in  a  mainstream  environment.    Head  Start  provides  a  setting  for 
the  child  to  \eaxn  and  play  with  children  who  are  not  handicapped. 

The  basic  premise  of  the  Head  Start  handicapped  effort  is  that  children  are  more  alike 
than  they  are  different.  Handicapped  children,  like  non-handicapped  children,  learn,  play, 
and  need  the  organized  support  of  parents  and  caregivers. 

The  Head  Start  budget  for  Fiscal  Year  1976  included  $20  million  for  services  to  handi- 
capped children.  This  increased  the  local  Head  Start  programs'  ability  to  provide  special 
services  for  handicapped  children  requiring  such  services.  The  availability  of  these  funds 
made  possible  the  total  increase  in  the  number  of  handicapped  children  enrolled  in  Head 
Start.   It  enabled  more  programs  to  enroll  handicapped  children  and  increased  the  availa- 
bility of  special  services.  There  was  a  1 2  percent  increase  in  children  receiving  special  educa- 
tional services  in  the  classroom.  The  number  of  programs  reporting  additional  staff  increased 
from  239  to  776.   In  addition  there  was  a  35  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  programs 
that  completed  modification  of  their  facilities.  Increases  in  diagnostic  capability,  provision 
of  ttfltisportation,  and  materials  and  training  were  also  noted. 

Eight  out  of  ten  programs  provided  pre-service  and  in-service  training  to  staff  to  maintain  and  im- 
prove their  ability  to  work  with  handicapped  children.  The  training  was  aimed  at  increasing 
the  staff  competencies  to  serve  handicapped  children  by  equipping  the  staff  with  skills  to 
enable  them  to  reinforce  professional  special  services  provided  by  clinics,  hospitals  or  special- 
ized centers.   Head  Start  staff  also  received  training  in  working  with  parents  (49  percent), 
mainstreaming  (54  percent),  resource  identification  (43  percent),  and  specific  skills  of  working 
with  each  handicapping  condition. 

Parents  are  the  prime  educators  of  their  children.  Parents  of  handicapped  children  have 
a  double  role.  They  not  only  educate  their  children  but  manage  their  children's  treatment 
and/or  special  services,  and  often  provide  some  of  the  treatment. 

A  total  of  12,803  parents  in  Head  Start  programs  were  receiving  special  ien'/'ces.  related  to  their 
children's  handicap.   Parents  of  handicapped  children  require  special  assistance  in  the  form 
of  counseling,  information  about  handicapping  conditions,  specific  instructions  for  treatment 
and  support  and  other  services  to  deal  with  their  child's  every  day  problems. 

The  Office  of  Child  Development  (OCD)  has  given  high  priority  to  developing  partnerships 
with  other  agencies  to  assist  Head  Start  programs  in  the  handicapped  effort.  Sixty-nine  percent  of 
the  Head  Start  programs  reported  that  they  were  receiving  various  kinds  of  assistance  from  other  agencies  in 
serving  handicapped  children.  Head  Start  typically  provides  the  comprehensive  child  develop- 
ment program  which  includes  mainstreaming  experiences  in  the  classroom,  medical,  dental,  and 
mental  health  services,  nutrition  services  and  parent  involvement.  The  other  agencies  provide 


additional  special  services  to  handicapped  children  based  on  their  expertise,  special  facilities, 
and  specialized  staff.   Head  Start  programs  receive  assistance  in  locating  children,  treatment 
and  management  concerning  specific  handicapping  conditions  and  training.  One  out  of  four 
(7,936)  of  the  handicapped  children  served  by  Head  Start  programs  were  referred  by  other 
agencies. 

Twenty-two  percent  of  the  programs  indicated  that  they  received  pre-service  training 
from  universities  and  colleges.  Twenty-three  percent  of  the  programs  received  pre-service 
training  from  special  purpose  agencies  such  as  cerebral  palsy  centers,  speech  and  hearing  clin- 
ics, schools  for  the  deaf  and  hospital  clinics. 

The  Summer  Head  Start  program  provides  an  opportunity  for  initial  assessment  of  the 
child's  skills  at  the  time  of  entry  into  the  program  and  the  development  and  implementation 
of  a  program  plan  that  can  be  continued  as  the  child  enters  the  school  system  in  the  fall. 
Summer  Head  Start  programs  appear  to  have  been  fairly  successful  in  recruiting  handicapped 
children.   Handicapped  children  comprised  1Q.24  percent  of  children  enrolled  in  Summer  programs 
in  Summer  1976. 

Forty-five  of  the  50  States  met  the  mandate  to  provide  handicapped  children  vnth  at 
least  10  percent  enrollment  opportunities  in  full  year  Head  Start  programs.  This  represents 
a  major  improvement  over  the  previous  year  when  only  27  States  averaged  at  least  10  per- 
cent enrollment  of  chOdren  with  special  needs.   Arizona,  California,  Connecticut,  Georgia, 
and  Illinois  fell  short  of  the  10  percent  enrollment  target,  although  these  five  States  served 
over  8  percent  handicapped  children.  The  other  geographic  entities  treated  as  States  in  the 
Head  Start  legislation  served  the  following  proportions  of  handicapped  children:   Guam, 
12.9  percent;  Puerto  Rico,  10.3  percent;  District  of  Columbia,  5.6  percent;  Virgin  Islands, 
4.0  percent;  and  Trust  Territories  of  the  Pacific  Islands  served  2.9  percent. 
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APPENDIX:      SURVEY  OF  HEAD  START  HANDICAPPED  EFFORTS  FULL  YEAR 
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II.     HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN  IN  HEAD  START 

Numbers,    Types  o^  Handicapping  Conditions 
and  Severity  of  Handicaps 
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Table  3 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  NUIMBER  OF  PROGRAMS 
WITH  AT  LEAST  ONE  HANDICAPPED  CHILD 
DEFINITELY  DIAGNOSED  BY  HANDICAPPING  CONDITION 


HEAD  START  PROGRAMS 


Handicapping  Condition 

Number  of  Programs 
with  at  Least  One 
Handicapped  Child 

Percent  of  all 
Programs  with  at 
Least  One 
Handicapped  Child 

Blindness 

101 

7.  59 

Visual  Impairment 

539 

40.  55 

Deafness 

134 

10.  08 

Hearing  Impairment 

464 

34.91 

Physical  Handicap 

812 

61.  09 

Speech  Impairmient 

1,  146 

86.  23 

Health  or  Develop- 
mental Impairment 

853 

64.  18 

Mental  Retardation 

591 

44.  46 

Serious   Emotional 
Disburbance 

543 

40.  85 

Specific   Learning 
Disability 

348 

26.  18 

TOTALS 

1,329 
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TABLE  4a 

SPECIFIC  HANDICAPPING  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  SPEECH  IMPAIRMENT  CONDITION 
(COMMUNICATION  DISORDER) 


Specific  Handicapping 
Conditions 

Number  of  Speech 

Impairment 

Conditions 

Percent  of  all 
Speech  Impairment 
Conditions 

Severe  Articulation  Difficulties 

6,  780 

44.  94 

Expressive  Language 
Difficulties 

5,864 

38.87 

Severe  Stuttering 

629 

4.  17 

Voice  Disorders 

507 

3.36 

Cleft  Palate 

345 

2.29 

Other  Speech  Impairments 

960 

6.36 

TOTAL 

15, 085 

99.99 
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TABLE  4b 

SPECIFIC  HANDICAPPING  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
HEALTH  IMPAIRMENT  CONDITION 


Specific  Handicapping 
Conditions 

Number  of  Health  or 
Developmental  Im- 
pairment Conditions 

Percent  of  All  Health  or 
Developmental  Impair- 
ment Conditions 

Epilepsy /Convulsive 
Disorders 

687 

13.21 

Respiratory  Disorders 

737 

14.  17 

Anemia/Blood  Disorders 

1,048 

20.  15 

Malnutrition 

290 

5.  58 

Heart/Cardiac  Disorders 

747 

14.36 

Diabetes 

81 

1.56 

Developrrental  Problems, 
Including  Hyperactivity 

671 

12.  90 

Brain  Damage /N euro- 
logical  Disorders 

383 

7.36 

Other  Disorders 

556 

10.  69 

TOTAL 

5,  ?00 

99.98 

16 


Table  4c 

SPECIFIC  HANDICAPPING  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 

(ORTHOPEDICALLY) 


Specific  Handicapping 
Conditions 

Number  of  Physical 

Handicapped 

Conditions 

Percent  of  All 
Ph-^sical  Handicap. 
Conditions 

Cerebral  Palsy 

305 

27.  35 

Absence  of  Limb 

26 

2.  33 

Deformed  Limb 

79 

7.  08 

Cripple 

30 

2.69 

Orthopedic  Impairment 

178 

15.96 

Bone  Defect 

50 

4.  48 

Congenital  Anomalies 

135 

12.  11 

Spina  Bifida 

75 

6.73 

Severe  Scoliosis 

14 

1.26 

Other 

223 

20.  00 

Total 

1,  115 

99.99 

-   17 


Table  4d 

SPECIFIC  HANDICAPPING  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
SPECIFIC   LEARNING  DISABLED 


Specific  Handicapping 
Conditions 

Number  of  Sp 
Learning  Dis< 
Conditions 

ecific 
ability 

Percent   of  All 
Specific   Learn. 
Disability  Cond. 

Pej'ceptual  Handicap 

219 

49.32 

Minimal  Brain  Dysfunction 

58 

13,  06 

— 

Dyslexia 

6 

1.35 

Developmental  Aphasia 

14 

3.  15 

™ 

Motor  Handicaps 

76 

17.  12 

Sequencing  fv  Memorv 

8 

1.  80 

Hyperkinetic  Behavior 

13 

2.93 

Other 

9 

2.  03 

Not  Applicable 

41 

■ 

9.23 

TOTAL 

444 

99.99 
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Table  ke 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN 

BY  PRIMARY  OR  MOST  DISABLING  HANDICAP  WHO  HAVE 

ONE  OR  MORE  OTHER  HANDICAPPING  CONDITIONS 

(Definitely  Diagnosed) 

FULL  YEAR  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS 
MARCH  1976 


Handicapping 

Number  of 

Number  of  Children 

Percent  of  Children 

Condition 

Children 

with  One  or  More 

by  Primary  Handi- 

Reported 

Other  Handicapping 

capping  Conditions 

Conditions 

Who  Have  One  or 
More  Other  Con- 
ditions 

Blindness 

111 

Visual  Impairment 

1,440 

Deafness 

181 

Hearing  Impairment 

1,955 

Physical  Handicap 

2,683 

Speech  Impairment 

15,670 

Health  or  Develop- 
mental Impairment 

5,294 

Mental  Retardation 

1,896 

Serious  Emotional 
Disturbance 

1,975 

Specific  Learning 
Disability 

1,466 

Total 

32,671 

47 

409 

121 

731 

1.072 

3,067 

1,162 
1,160 

735 

651 
9,155 


42.34 
28.40 
66.85 
37.39 
39.95 
19.67 

21.94 
61.18 

37.21 

44.40 
28.02 


Reference:      Table  2.      Fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  Status   of  Handicapped 

Children  in  Head   Start  Programs 
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TABLE  4f 

OTHER  H.^NDICAPPING  CONDITIONS  FOR  CHILDREN 
BY  PRIMARY  HANDICAPPING  CONDITIONS     * 


Primary              ^^her 
Handicapping/  Handicapping 
Conditions     /      Conditions 

Bliri 

Visual 
Impairment 

Deaf 

Hearing 
Impairnient 

Physical 
Handicap 

No.    ot  1    ■"!)  of 
Child.    1   Child. 

No.    of 
Child. 

%  of 
Child. 

No.    of 
Child. 

"    of 
Child. 

No.    of 

Child. 

%  of 
Child. 

No.    of 
Child. 

%  of 
Child. 

Blind 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

1 

2.  00 

12 

26.  00 

27 

57.  00 

Visual  Impairrrent 

NA    NA 

NA 

NA 

1 

.20 

77 

18.  89 

78 

19.  00 

Deaf 

1  1      .80 

6 

4.  92 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

11 

9.  00 

Hearing  In*- pairnient 

1   !      .10 

108 

14.  72 

NA 

NA 

NA 

N  A 

73 

9.99 

Physical  Handicap 

9  i      .80 

139 

12.99 

8 

.  70 

85 

7.98 

NA 

NA 

Speech  Impairment 

10         .  30 

197 

6.44 

28 

.90 

737 

24.  00 

385 

12.  50 

Health  or   Devel.    Irroair. 

2  !      .10 

122 

10.  44 

7 

.  60 

94 

8.  oq 

200 

17.  22 

Mental  Retardation 

i 

?!      .60 

117 

10.  00 

9 

.  70 

65 

5.  67 

176 

15.  11 

Serious   Errotional  Disturb. 

0  1      .00 

47 

6.  33 

1 

.  10 

79 

10.  70 

61 

8.  20 

Specific   Learnir;^  Dfsabi'.iTv 

0  !     .00 

59 

9.  00 

g 

0 

.  00 

50 

9.  00 

49 

7.  50 

g 

Primary               /Other 
Handicapping/  Handicapping 
Conditions      /      Conditions 

Speech 
ImpL_rment 

lieatLh  or 
Devel. 
Im  pairment 

Men 
Ret> 

tally 
irded 

be  nous 

En->otional 

Disturbance 

bpecifl 
Learnir 
Disabil 

No.    o' 
Child. 

%  of 
Child. 

No.    of 
Child. 

%  of 
Child. 

No.    of 
Child. 

%  of 
Child 

No.    of 
Child. 

%  of 
Child. 

No.    of 
Child. 

7o  of 
Child. 

Blind 

32 

68.  00 

20 

43.  00 

14 

30.  00 

8 

17.  00 

18 

38.  00 

Visual  Impairment 

189 

46.  70 

0 

.  00 

34 

8.30 

55 

13.45 

69 

16.87 

Deaf 

109 

90.  00 

15 

12.  32 

8 

6.  66 

14 

11.  50 

15 

12.32 

Hearing  Impairment 

604 

82.61 

85 

11.64 

32 

4.  30 

59 

8.  00 

67 

9.  19 

Physical  Handicap 

671 

62.  51 

356 

33.22 

213 

19.87 

111 

10.  33 

193 

IS.  02 

Speech  Impairment 

NA 

NA 

719 

23.40 

510 

16.  66 

•488 

15.90 

609 

19.  88 

Health  or  Devel.    Impair. 

670 

57.  66 

NA 

NA 

174 

14.99 

176 

15.  11 

194 

16.  66 

Mental  Retardation 

985 

84.98 

290 

25.  00 

NA 

NA 

156 

13.46 

289 

24.98 

Serious   Emotional   Disturb. 

474 

64.  44 

120 

16.  33 

99 

13.44 

NA 

NA 

199 

27.00 

Specific   Learning  Disability 

491 

75.40 

183 

28.  10 

68 

10.  40 

113 

17.30 

NA 

NA 

*  Percentages   are  based  on  number  of  children  with  one   or  more  other  handicapping 
conditions   by  primary  handicap    (see   Table   1+e) 
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III.       OUTREACH   AND    RECRUITMENT 


TABLE  7 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  HEAD  STAR.T  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 

SPECIAL  EFFORTS  AND  OUTSIDE  AGENCIES  ASSISTING 

IN  LOCATING  AND  RECRUITING  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 


TABLE  A 

Programs  reporting 
special  efforts  to  locate 
and  recruit  handi- 
capped children  for 
current  program 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Programs 

1,268 

91.95 

TABLE  B 

Programs  reporting 
outside  agencies  assisting 
the  Head  Start  Program 
in  locating  and  recruiting 
handicapped  children  for 
the  current  prograni  by 
number  of  outside 
agencies:           TOTAL 

None  or  not  reported 

1  agency 

2  agencies 

3  agencies 
4-6  agencies 
7-9  agencies 

1  0  or  more 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Programs 

1.379 

420 

95 

151 

200 

379 

79 

55 

100.  00 

30.46 

6.89 

10.95 

14.50 

27.49 

5.73 

3.  98 
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Table    7a 

REPORTED  OUTREACH  AND  RECRUITiVl  ENT 
ACTIVITIES  UTILIZED  BY  HEAD  START   PROGRAMS 


Outreach  &   Recruitment 
Activities 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Responding 

Prog. 

Community  meetings 

597 

43.29 

Passing  out  leaflets 

413 

29.95 

Radio  or  TV  Annour.cements 

510 

36.98 

Newspaper  Articles 

669 

48.  51 

Posters 

454 

32.92 

Other  types   of  advertisi:ig 

181 

13.  13 

Letters 

532 

38.  58 

Door  to  Door  Canvassing 

726 

52.  65 

Head  Start  siblings 

936 

67.  88 

Referrals  by  Local  School  System 

877 

63.  60 

Referrals  by  Public  Health  Dept. 

966 

70.  05 

Referrals  by  Welfare  Agency 

992 

71.  94 

Referrals  by  Other  Agencies 

1,  036 

75.  13 

Referrals  by  forn-ier  HS  Parents 

964 

69.91 
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Table    7b 

OUTREACH  AND  RECRUITING  ACTIVITIES  OF  OUTSIDE 
AGENCIES  ASSISTING  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS 


Outreach  &  Recuritinent 
Activities 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Programs 

Community  mieetings 

387 

28.  06 

Passing  out  leaflets 

233 

16.  90 

Radio  or  TV  Announcements 

251 

18.  20 

Newspaper  Articles 

340 

24.  66 

Posters 

246 

17.  84 

Other  Types   of  Advertising 

124 

8.99 

Letters 

339 

24.  58 

Door  to  Door  Convassing 

9  -3  A 

23.  93 

Head  Start  Siblings 

467 

33.  87 

Referrals  by  Local  Sch.    5/st. 

723 

42.43 

Ref.    by  Public  Health  Dept. 

810 

58.  74 

Ref.    by  Welfare  Agency 

829 

60.  12 

Ref.    by  Other  Agencies 

891 

64.61 

Ref.    by  Former  HS  Parents 

589 

42.  71 
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Table  8 

RANK  ORDERING  OF  REPORTED  REASONS  WHY  SOME 
HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN  LOCATED  BY  OR  REFERRED  TO 
HEADSTART  PROGRAMS  WERE  NOT  ENROLLED 


Reasons  for  Not  Enrolling 
Some  Handicapped  Children 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Reporting  Program^ 

Other  agencies  already  serving 
child 

205 

34.28 

Lack  of  transportation 

180 

30.  10 

Child's  family  didn't  meet  in- 
come guidelines /fee  required 

178 

29.  77 

No  available  openings 

175 

29.26 

Child's  parents  refused 

161 

26.92 

Child's  handicap  was  too 
severe  for  him  to  benefit 

148 

^.4.  7  5 

Other 

123 

20.  57 

Lack  of  suitable  facilities 
or  equipment 

82 

13.71 

Lack  of  appropriately 
trained  staff 

60 

10.  03 

Child's   attendance  would  be 
detrimental  to  other  children 

41 

6.86 

Behavioral  problems 

27 

4.52 

Concern  over  possible  legal 
liabilities 

10 

1.  67 

Other  Children's  parents 
objected 

4 

.67 

*59B  programs  reported  reasons  for  not  enrolling  handicapped  children. 
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IV.     REFERRALS  AND  DIAGNOSIS 
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Table  10 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED 
BY  DIAGNOSTIC  SOURCES  AND  HANDICAPPED  CONDITIONS* 


HEAD  START  PROGRAMS 


Selected  Diagnostic 
^^"^^■^Sources 

S  pe  c  i  f  i  c^'^~-~v,,^^^ 

Handicapping^^"^"-*,.^^^ 
Conditions                         >.,,^^ 

Profession- 
ally Qualifiec 
Head  Start 
Staff,    Includ. 
Consultants 

Private 
i     Medical 
Profes- 
sionals 

Other  Qual. 
Profess,    in 
Public  Ager 
i.  e.  ,  Hosp. 
or  Clinics 

Total  No. 
of  Child. 
Diagnosed 

Blindness 

# 

8 

65 

53 

126 

% 

6.35 

51.  59 

42.  06 

100.  00 

Visual    Impairment 

# 

291 

889 

319 

1499 

% 

19.41 

59.  30 

21.28 

99.99 

Deafness 

f 

26 

80 

90 

196 

% 

13.  26 

40.81 

45.91 

99.98 

Hearing  Impairment 

f 

598 

556 

857 

201  1 

re 

29.  73 

27.64 

42.61 

99.98 

Physical  Handicap 

# 

313 

1253 

1209 

2775 

% 

11,  27 

45.  15- 

43.56 

99.98 

Speech  Impairment 

# 

7492 

3567 

4837 

15896 

% 

47.  ]3 

22.43 

30.4?. 

qq    qs 

Health  or  Develop- 
mental Impairment 

# 

1232 

2334 

1675 

5241 

% 

23.  50 

44.53 

31.  95 

99.98 

Mental  Retardation 

ft 

357 

840 

510 

1707 

% 

20.  91 

49.  20 

29.87 

99.98 

Serious   Emotional 
Disturbance 

if 

790 

406 

809 

2005 

% 

39.40 

20.24 

40.  34 

P9.98 

Specific   Learning 
Disability 

,4 

689 

344 

455 

1488 

% 

46.  30 

23.  11 

30.57 

99.98 

TOTAL 

# 

11796                  1 

0334 

10814 

32944 

% 

35.  81 

31.37 

32.83 

100.  01 

Total  number  of  children  definitely  diagnosed  for  each  handicapping  condition  may 
be  higher  than  those  reported   in  Table   9  due  to   some   children  being  reported  as 
diagnosed  by  more  than  one  diagnostic   source. 
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Table    10a 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 
CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  BLIND  BY  SPECIFIED 
TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND  OTHER 
PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  of.   Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 

Responding 

Programs* 

Head  Start 
Opthalmologists, 
Optometrists 

6 

5.94 

Head  Start 

Diagnostic 
Teami 

6 

5.94 

Other 

Opthalmologists , 
Optom.etrists 

25 

24.  75 

■Other 

Diagnostic 
Team 

15 

14.85 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs   reporting  at  least  one 
blind  child     enrolled. 
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Table     10b 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 
CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  VISUALLY  IMPAIRED 
BY  SPECIFIED  TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND  OTHER 
PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFi' 


Type  oT  Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 

Responding 

Programs* 

Head  Start 

Opthalmologists, 
Optometrists  " 

91 

16.88 

Head  Start 

Diagnostic 
Team 

41 

40.  59 

Other 

Opthalmologists 
Optometrists 

100 

18.  55 

Other 

Diagnostic 
Team 

46 

8.  53 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs   reporting  at  least  one 
visually  impaired  child  enrolled. 
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Table   10c 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 
CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  DEAFNESS  BY  SPECIFIED  TYPE 
OF  HEAD  START  AND  OTHER  PROFESSIONALLY  OUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  of  Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Responding 
Prog  rami  s* 

Head  Start 

OtolarynCQ legists, 
Audiologists 

18 

13.43 

Head  Start 

Diagnostic  Team 

10 

7.46 

Other 

Otolaryncologists, 
Audiologists 

46 

34,33 

Other 

Diagnostic  Team 

29 

2.1,  64 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs  reporting  at  least  one 
deaf  child  enrolled. 
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Table     lOd 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 

CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  HEARING  IMPAIRED 
BY  SPECIFIED  TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND  OTHER 
PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  of  Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Responding 
Prog  rains* 

Head  Start 
Otolarynco legists 
Audiologists 

69 

14.87 

Head  Start 

Diagnostic 
Tearri 

46 

9.91 

Other 
Otolaryncologists, 
Audiologists 

123 

26.  51 

Other 
Diagnostic  Team 

76 

16.38 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs  reporting  at  least  one 
hearing  impaired  child  enrolled. 
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Table  lOe 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 
CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  BY 
SPECIFIED  TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND  OTHER 
PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  of  Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 

Responding 

Programs* 

Head  Start 
Orthopedists, 

Physiatrists 

67 

8.25 

Head  Start 
Diagnostic  Team 

50 

6.  16 

Other 

Orthopedists, 

Physiatrists 

212 

26.  11 

Other 

Diagnostic  Team 

222 

27.34 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs   reporting  at  least  one 
physically  handicapped  child  enrolled. 
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Table    lOf 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 

CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  SPEECH  IMPAIRED  BY 

SPECIFIED  TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND  OTHER 

PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  of  Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Responding 
Programs  * 

Head  Start 

Otolaryngologists, 
Speech  Pathologists 

347 

30.28 

Head  Start 

Diagnostic  Team 

188 

16.40 

Other 

Otolaryncologists, 
Speech  Pathologists 

354 

- 

30.89 

Other 

Diagnostic  Team 

196 

17.  10 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs  reporting  at  least  one 
speech  impaired  child  enrolled. 
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Table  lOg 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 
CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  HEALTH  OR  DEVELOPMENT  ALLY 
IMPAIRED  BY  SPECIFIED  TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND 
OTHER  PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  of  Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Responding 
Programs  * 

Head  Start 
Pediatricians, 
General  Practitioners 

127 

14.89 

Head  Start 
Diagnostic  Team 

90 

10.  55 

Other 
Pediatricians, 
General  Practitioners 

196 

22.98 

Other 
Diagnostic  Team 

223 

26.  14 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs  reporting  at  least  one 
health  or  developmentally  impaired  child  enrolled. 
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Table    lOh 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 
CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  MENTALLY  RETARDED  BY 
SPECIFIED  TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND  OTHER 
PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  of  Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 

Responding 

Programs* 

Head  Start 
Pediatricians,    Gen.    Prac 

Psychologists-, 

Psychiatrists 

•  9.2 

15.  57 

Head  Start 
Diagnostic  Team 

52 

8.80 

Other 
Pediatricians,    Gen.    Prac 

Psychologists, 
Psychiatrists 

160 

27.  07 

Other 
Diagnostic  Team 

164 

27. 75 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs  reporting  at  least  one 
mentally  retarded  child  enrolled. 
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Table    lOi 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 
CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  SERIOUSLY  EMOTIONALLY 
DISTURBED  BY  SPECIFIED  TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND 
OTHER  PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  of  Professional 
Mentioned 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 

Responding 

Programs* 

Head  Start 

Psychiatrists, 
PsychologistiS 

151 

27.81 

Head  Start 

Diagnostic  Team 

84 

15.47 

Other 

Psychiatrists, 

Psychologists 

153 

28.  18 

Other 

Diagnostic  Team 

126 

23.20 

*Based  on  the  number  of  programs  reporting  at  least  one 
seriously  emotionally  disturbed  child  enrolled. 
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Table    lOj 

NUMBER  OF  HEAD  START  PROGRAMS  REPORTING 
CHILDREN  DIAGNOSED  AS  SPECIFIC   LEARNING  DISABLED 
BY  SPECIFIED  TYPE  OF  HEAD  START  AND  OTHER 
PROFESSIONALLY  QUALIFIED  STAFF 


Type  oi  Professional 
Mentioned 


Number  of 
Programs 


Percent  of 

Responding 

Programs* 


Head  Start 

Physicians,    Psychiatrists 

Psychologists  or  Educat- 
ors with  special  training 
in  learning  disabilities 


87 


25.00 


Head  Start 


Diagnostic  Team 


57 


"O'ther 

Physicians,    Psychiatrist 
Psychologists   or  Educat- 
ors with  special  training 
in  learning  disabilities 


16.38 


84 


T^ 


24.  14 


er 


Diagnostic  Team 


68 


19.  54 


^Based  on  the  number  of  programs   reporting  at  least  one 
specific  learning  disabled  child  enrolled. 
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V.     SPECIAL  SERVICES  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED 
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VI.     SPECIAL  PHYSICAL  FACILITIES  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED 


FIGURE  3 

PERCEIVED  NEED  FOR  SPECIAL  MODIFICATIONS  OR  ALTERATIONS 

IN  PHYSICAL  FACILITIES  FOR  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

AND  STATUS  OF  EFFORT 


Z19    indicated  that  some  handicapped  children  enrolled  in 
their  programs   required  special  or  modified  physical  facil- 
ities to  accomodate  certain  handicaps. 


Of  these  programs: 


that  modifications 
or  alterations  to  meet 
these  requirements 
\vere  made. 


that  there  were 
some  modifications 
or  alterations   scheduled 


to  be  made  before  the 
end  of  the  program. 


indicated 
that  there  is  a 
current  requirement  for 
special  physical  facili- 
ties,   in  addition  to  those 
made  or  scheduled  to  be 
made. 
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VII.     SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  MATERIALS 
FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED 


FIGURE  4 

PROVISION  AND  SUFFICIENCY  OF  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  FROM 
OTHER  AGENCIES  FOR  PLANNING  MODIFICATIONS  IN 
PHYSICAL  FACILITIES  OR  EOUIPMENT /MATERIALS 


THE  FY  PROGRAMS 

WERE  FURTHER  ASKED  TO  INDICATE  IF  THEY  HAVE  RECEIVED 
ANY  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  FROM  OTHER  AGENCIES  TO  HELP 
THEM  PLAN  THESE  MODIFICATIONS,    OR  ACQUIRE  SPECIAL  EOUIP- 
MENT OR  MATERIALS. 

OF  THE  RESPONDING    1,  379  PROGRAMS: 

o        622     OR    45.11%    INDICATED  THAT  NO  TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE  WAS  RECEIVED.  .  .  AND  NONE  IS  NEEDED. 

o        253     OR   18.35%     INDICATED  THAT  NO  TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE  WAS  RECEIVED.  .  .  BUT  SOME  TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE  WOULD  BE/WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  HELPFUL. 

o        204     OR    14.79%     INDICATED  THAT  SOME  TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE  WAS  RECEIVED.  .  .  BUT  ADDITIONAL  TECH- 
NICAL ASSISTANCE  WOULD  BE/WOULD  HAVE  BEEN 
HELPFUL. 

o        258     OR    18.71%     INDICATED  THAT  SOME  TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE  WAS  RECEIVED.  .  .  AND  IT  WAS  SUFFICIENT. 

TOTAL  =  1,337     OR    96.95% 


PROGRAMS  WHICH  HAVE  RECEIVED 
TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  FROM  OTHER  AGENCIES 


^programs 

%programs 

HEW/OCD  CONTRACTOR 

135 

9.79 

HEW/BEH  Funded  Institutions 

50 

3.63 

OTHER  UNIVERSITIES  & 
COLLEGES 

68 

4.93 

SPECIAL  PURPOSE  AGENCIES 

210 

15.23 

OTHER   AGENCIES 

161 

11.68 
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VIII.     STAFFING  AND  STAFF  TRAINING 


TABLE    lU 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROGRAMS  ACCORDING  TO 

PERSON  DESIGNATED  TO  COORDINATE 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED 


Person(s)  Designated 
to  Coordinate  Services 
for  Handicapped  Children 

Number 
of 

Programs 

Percent 

of 
Programis 

Personfs)  designated 

I,  131 

82.  02% 

No  one  designated 

248 

17.98% 
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Table   l^+a 

FULL-TIME/PART-TIME  STATUS  OF  COORDINATOR  OF 
SERVICES  FOR  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN* 


Status 

Number  of  All 
Programs 

Percent  of  All 

Programs 

Full- Time 

776 

68.61 

Part-Time 

367 

32.45 

*1131  programs   responded.     Some  reported  both  a  full-time  and 
a  part-time  coordinator. 
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TABLE  15 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROGRAMS  REPORTING  A  NEED  FOR 
STAFF  TRAINING  ACCORDING  TO  TRAINING  TOPICS 


Nature  of  Training 
Topics  Mentioned 

Programs  Which  Have 
Conducted  Preservice 
Training 

Programs 
Conducted 
Training 

Which  Have 
Inservice 

Programs   Reporting 
Unmet  Training 
Needs 

#    of 
Programs 

%  of 
Programs 

#      of 
Programs 

%  of 
Programs 

#    of 
Programs 

7oof 
Programs 

Child  Development  (General) 

842 

61.06 

862 

62.  51 

258 

18.  71 

Recognition  of  Handicapping 
Conditions 

834 

60.48 

833 

60.41 

322 

23.35 

Techniques  of  Screening/ 
Diagnosis  /Assessment 

687 

49.82 

754 

54.  68 

374 

27.  12 

Special  Education/Curricula 

579 

41.99 

720 

52.  21 

479 

34.  74 

Integration  of  Handicapped 

743 

53.88 

766 

55.  55 

322 

23.  35 

Physical  Therapy- 

179 

12.98 

251 

18.20 

417 

30.24 

Psychological  Problems 

529 

38.36 

665 

48.22 

526 

38.  14 

Health  &.  Medical  Needs 

512 

37.  13 

557 

40.  39 

324 

23.  50 

Working  With  Parents 

671 

48.  66 

769 

55.  77 

540 

39.  16 

Staff  Attitude/Sensitivity 

593 

43.00 

634 

45.  98 

489 

35.46 

Resource  Identification 

601 

43.  58 

632 

45.83 

351 

25.45 

Blind/Visual 

213 

15.45 

261 

18.93 

305 

22.  12 

Deaf/Hearing 

272 

19.  72 

310 

22.48 

328 

23.  79 

Speech/  Language 

573 

41.  55 

732 

53.  08 

404 

2'^.  30 

Physical  Handicap 

316 

22.92 

357 

25.89 

325 

23.  57 

Health/  Development 

361 

26.  18 

416 

.      30.  17 

340 

24.  66 

Seriously  Emotionally 
Disturbed 

382 

27.70 

481 

34.88 

545 

39.  52 

Mental  Retardation 

313 

22.70 

382 

27.  70 

397 

23.  79 

Learning  Disabilities 

404 

29.30 

485 

35.  17 

507 

36.  77 

Other 

140 

10.  15 

164 

11.89 

79 

5.  73 
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Table  I7 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PROGRAMS  ACCORDING  TO 

PRESERVICE  AND  INSERVICE  TRAINING    ABOUT 

HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN  PROVIDED,    AND 

ADDITIONALLY  NEEDED 


Status  of  Training  for  Staff 
About  Handicapped  Children 

Number  of 
Programs 

Percent  of 
Respond.    Prog. 

Preservice  Training  provided 
to  current  prograj-n  staff 

1,  082 

78.46 

Inservice  Training  provided 
to  current  sts.ff 

1,  153 

83.  61 

Training  needed  in  addition  to 
that  already  provided  or 
scheduled 

955 

69.  25 

n  =    1,379 
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FIGURE    5 

PROVISION  AND  SUFFICIENCY  OF  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE 
FROM  OTHER  AGENCIES  FOR  PLANNING  OR 
IMPLEMENTING  TRAINING  ABOUT  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 


THE  FY  PROGRAMS 

WERE  FURTHER  ASKED  TO  INDICATE  IF  THEY  RECEIVED  ANY  TECH- 
NICAL ASSISTANCE  FROM  OTHER  AGENCIES  TO  HELP  THEM  DETER- 
MINE THE  NEED  FOR,   PLAN,   OR  IMPLEMENT  ANY  TRAINING  ABOUT 
HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN. 

OF  THE  RESPONDING    1,379       PROGRAMS: 

o  145  OR  10.  51%  INDICATED  THAT  NO  TECHNICAL  ASSIS- 
TANCE WAS  RECEIVED..  .AND  NONE  IS /WAS  NEEDED, 

o  247  OR  17.  91%  INDICATED  THAT  NO  TECHNICAL  ASSIS- 
TANCE WAS  RECEIVED.  .  .  BUT  SOME  TECHNICAL  ASSIS- 
TANCE WOULD  BE/WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  HELPFUL. 

o         598      OR  43.  36%  INDICATED  THAT  SOME  TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE  WAS  RECEIVED.  .  .  BUT  ADDITIONAL  TECH- 
NICAL ASSISTANCE  WOULD  BE/WOULD  HAVE  BEEN 
HELPFUL. 

o        356      OR  25.  82%  INDICATED  THAT  SOME  TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE  WAS  RECEIVED.  .  .  AND  IT  WAS  SUFFICIENT. 

TOTAL  =1,346     OR  97.  61% 


AGENCY /ORGANIZATION  PROVIDING 
TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  PLANNING 


^programs 

^programs 

HEW/OCD  CONTRACTORS 

420 

30.46 

HEW/BEH  FUNDED  INSTITUTIONS 

159 

11.  53 

OTHER  UNIVERSITIES  &  COLLEGES 

249 

18.  06 

SPECIAL  PURPOSE  AGENCIES 

396 

28.72 

OTHER 

320 

23.  21 
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